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carefully worked out this first baseless love of Romeo as palpable evidence of the subjective nature of the man and his passion. He had secured the co-operation of some of the distinguished representatives of our time of the various arts." A short and business-like address that was of assistance to an audience.
Those who came away from the Lyceum on that opening night must have had a sense almost of bewilderment, so rich and dazzling were the scenes of light and colour that had for hours passed before their eyes. According to the true illusive principle in use on this stage, the lights are lowered as every scene is about to change, by which a sense of mystery is produced, and the prosaic mechanism of the movement is shrouded. H ence, a sort of richness of effect and surprise as the gloom passes away and a gorgeous scene steeped in effulgence and colour is revealed. It would take long to detail the beautiful views, streets, palaces, chambers, dresses, groupings, that were set before the audience, all devised with an extraordinary originality and fertility of resource; though this was the third of these Italian revivals. Mr. Craven has a wonderful touch, and there is no reason why, like Stanfickl, he should not use it for cabinet pictures. When it is considered that there were twenty-two scenes, and that most of these were " sets," it was amazing with what rapidity and smoothness the changes were contrived. The secret, of course, was in the vast forces employed behind, under Loveday's generalship. The dresses, too, designed by Mr. Alfred Thompson, were lovely, all the one. The fine entrance hall lost its symmetry from being enlarged. But such sacrifices are absolutely necessary, and are not the first that have to be made under "the form and pressure of the time." The alterations cost a very large sum indeed, but our manager has always been an improving tenant, and has periodically laid out vast sums on the improvement and decoration of his house.cting.    I was amazed.    It sur-
